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T?HE INVITED HIM To
|DINNER AT A RESTAURANT

IN COLONEL, MUSSISSIPPT,

| RE'D SAVED FOR A WEEK TO MAKE
| SURE HED BE ABLE To PAY,BUT WE|

RO
Q) \

7P

STILL WASNT SURE IF HE'D RAVE
ENOUGH,

TT DEPENDED oN

| WHAT THEY oRDERED

HE'D LOOKED AT THE MENY
ONLINE AND SEEN FORTY

DOLLAR CRAB LEGS.




T WAS ARRAID
SHOW UP:

| TRAREIC

T
Y0U WouLh
d KE FLOWERS,

THERE WAS\
ALOT OF - ||

COMING: OUT N
OF HEMPH]S
<

MAYBE 115 S

" TM SORRYSIR, |
THIS RESTAUP:{ANT REQUIRES

MEN WEAR A COLLARED
WER A 0

vV T DONT )
\HAVE ONE.,




( WE KEEP SurT JAkETs

FOR  QUR  GUESTS. YOV
CAN WEAR ONE IF

YOU LIKE WHAT SIZE?




TSOMETHING
T0 DRINK?

N
L

~—/ T JUST WOKE

UP THIS T5 M
 BREAKFAST.

50 Y0U KEEP

( THAT SCHEDVELE
" ~———_ EVEN ON YOIk /

/f AT Do You
/ DO WHEN YOU

\ DON'T HAVE
WORKY

UNT AT NIGHT?

TN

W ATER AND COFFEE
DO YoU NEED A MIWTE )
WITH THE MENVT |

DO ‘fOU \AY\
N CREFM A LEASTT




Y0U  LOOK |
VERY PRETTY, BY £ — "

THE Wi/ (BN

Yso ITKMD o’MH |
OUR PROEILE THAT | o
R ke e | . N
JoU READ "ON THE

ROAD’ BY L
JACK KERORUC? /A

T =

HAVEN'T
ACTUALLY,
HAVE YouT

SOMETIMES. A GUY

OMMENDED IT TO ME,

T ks TN A )
BAND WITH

| OH COOL, WHAT
DO YoU PLAY?

WELL, T WASNT
[ REALLY IN THE
BAND, T WAS LIKE
THEIR TOR MAN- /
AGER.

‘MN\&D
WAS THISY

ANMORE _AND, THe?
DIDNT REALL GO ON
TOUR. THEY JUST FLA-
VED A FEW SHOWS
IN MEAPHIS

WHAT KIND OF
MUSIC DID THEY
PLAY? OR, DID
THEY NOT REALLY
PLAY WUSTCT

SORRY. T'M
TUST BEING A
TJERK,

7 SKANK MUSTC
THEY WERE CALLED
THE CATARULTS.

KT (5

YOU DON'T KNOW?
TT5 LLKE A DANCE. J




DID T o Y o
> HERE JUST 10

. MAKE RN OF 4
> HLM? JESUS.THRTS )

©NOT VERY#**

X7 GIVE ME

“THIS

TN 60ING T0 LET

HERET COFFEET CHRIST.NO.

you IN ON A LITTLE
SECRET YOU TWO ARE THE BEST LOOK-
ING PEOPLE IN THIS JOINT AND BECAUSE
OF THAT TM GOING TO Co0K YOU SOME-
THING SPECIAL. WHAT ARE WE DRINKING

v EX(ELLENT. T'Lv A
\ BE BACK WITH
L YOUR ¥ooD.

x

Y 4




O MY 60D,
THTS WINE

15 _AMAZING:

THAT GUY
was WEIRD

HE'S THE HEAD
CHEF HE OWNS

THE RESTAURANT.

T GUESS HE WS
[ RIGHT ABOUT U5
( BEING THE BEST-
LODKTNG COUPLE.

EVERYONE EWSE /7

TS PRETTY
OLD,

HE DIDNT
SRY. COUPLE.

THAT'S TRUE,
PEOPLE.

= /THIS TS WHERE
THE ENGLISH DEP-
ARTMENT LIKES TO

EAT. et N \
THEY'VE BEEN COMING ™S
HERE FOR 40 YEARS

T USED TO BE IN
THE ENGLISH PhD HERE
| COLONEL COLLEGE.THIS PIACE
T6 WHY T DROPPED OUT

NOT THE RESTAURANT.

THE FooD IS Goob.

TUST WHAT TT REPRESENTS
[TVING IN THE PAST
HE  NEVER- ENDING NOSTALGIA.

o HAVE YOU EVER
SR HEARD OF A WRITER
o A NAMED JOHN KENT?




“HE WASA 'H\ MOUS NOVELIST WHO H APPENED TO BE BERN IN CoLONE L , MISSISST Pp-;f': [TKE
EXTRAORDINARLY FAMoUs. HE 1ON THREE PULITZERS IT5 AN AWARD VoU GET FOR

~~ | WROTING BOOKS"| T Riow whaT A RUITZER TS, JACK KEROUAC Won ONE/

N NG HE DIDNT. BUT ANVWAYS, TT WAS. \\\\\\\\\\\]/ //////5/

1A TOTAL JOKE THAT HE WOULD COME T s

BACK HERE TO TEACH. THE ENGLISH ’

DEPARTMENT HAS A PRETTY GOOD ReP
| UTATION Now, BUT BACK THEN THE'Y
o

ARTMENT, THEY HAD SOMETHING (ALL-
ED'THE 'CENTER FOR LITERARY ¢
RYETORICAL ARTS.”

" DIDN'T EVEN HAVE AN ENGLISH DEP-

=

PERSONALLY, T THINK HE WAS WORKING ON A NOVEL SATIRIZING ALL OF Us, AND f’ )
HE CAME BACK TO COLONEL TO COLLECT ANECDOTES, A LITTILE “LochAL coloR.”
e I 2
HE ATE AT THLS RESTAURANT AT LEAST |
q | o8 ONCE A WEEK, WHO GOT TO SIT AT
(WIS TRELE WAS A SUBJECT GF ,
™~ Much VERBAL SPARRING TN THE
EENT};ZR FOR LITERARY € RHETRTICALY

ARTS./ ,

(7

A M IR

WERE THE FOUR PEO-
PLE OVER THERE?" |

T GUESS THE meErzs\ ’

TARTS RiGHT.

THEY KNEW Jofih KENT QNE YEAR AND THeY
STILL COME HERE, SIT AT THE SAME
EPE%LE}EVEW TRIDAY NIGHT, FOR FeRTY
ens, "

="

MAYBE A LITTLE, T WAS
GOING To SAY SAD, BUT
IF THEY ENgoy EACH
OTHER'S COMPANY, T GUESS
\\IT5 & Goop THING,

" THEY ENTJOYN\
TMACINING )
THEY'RE TN |1 ||
JORN KENT'S /™
COMPANY.




C|/CHER!D (AN T
COME TN?

/) / JORN!
WH EKFE SYOTJOUR

CONT

KNOW  WE

REQUIRE

THAT MEN

WEAR B COLLA.

32

INOVEMBER 5, 1P,

HE KEPT A BILANE ON A
\|LITTLE AIRFIELD RIGHT DOWN
THE STREET FROM HERE”

‘NHEN BE WASN'T TEACHING

1 DR WRITING HE FLEW.

'SOMETIMES HE CAME INTO THE
REST{\\)KP\NT ATODD HOWRS

THE CHEF woulD Cook
HIM SOMETHING—SPECTAL
ELEoKE HE WENT UP TN THE
AL

M JUST KIDDING,
GET TN HERE, MY man,

T WhS JUST BREADING
SOME FROG LEGS FOR

NE

"NOVEMBER 5. 11 PM HE ATE
SOME (00D TODD, DRENK A
FEW GLASSES OF WINE AND

DKO\JE OUT JO THE AIR-
FTELD.”

‘THE FLIGHT RECORDS SAY

HE TooK OFF AT NIDNICHT
EXACTLY

"THE PLANE WENT DOWN

ARQUND 12:50 AM."

"TT (RASHED TN THE WOoDS
RIGHT BEWIND THIS REST-
AURANT”

V]I

"By THAT POINT, THE CHEF
WAS THE ONLY PERSON

STILL HERE.”

HE'D  FINTSHED WITH THE

FROG LEGS AND WAS WASH
ING JOHNS PLATE”




EVEN TROUGH LAREN HAD
WRITTEN ABOUT THIS FOR
HER DISSERTATION, TT WAS
STILL DIFFICULT TO EXP-

LAIN

vEs, THE CHEF ATE THE feo
REMATNS] SUCKLED THE ShL-

[, . e

= ~-\‘~

HE ‘SORT oF RISED
WITH JOHN KENTS

§iTE THE FROG LEG HE WAS
TRANSPORTED INTO A KIND
l 0F ASTRAL PLANE, K SUSPE-
NDED PURGATORY DARK

AND HEAVILY WOODED,

| HE LAID
ON HIS BACK STARING UP
AT THE BLACK STAR-
® LESONESS, AND WHEN HE

w — STURNED HIS HERD HE
- \\\“ AW THE PROFILE OF

E i T.—
/! e\ L KENTS DERRTT

THEN A BEAST EMERGED FROM THE
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WHEN HE TooK THE FROG™
ouT OF HIS MouTH, THE

HALLUCTNATION, STOPPED

WHY DID HE CHEW
/ [ON A HALE-EATEN
| |FRO- LEG T0

BEGIN WITHT

e KNON
B

5 IN& GRCﬁTf
Nass?um WokSHITPED
JOHN KENT

Ay
POISONDU TM RS

% IT s B
THERL

GOT SNUCK

SOMETHING  TO

You Suck

TN
~TREE FROG,
THAT WAS
A DUMBR THING
~ TO SAY,

WHH[\HH1HHMHHHHH
M Jnmnnnﬂ

LAY &Hl\lfﬂ‘” THE CREF WENT

OUTSIDE AFTIER THRT
HE (oULD SEE THE £ SMOKE
EFroM JoHN KENT'S PLANE
IN THE WOODS BEHIN

A THE RESTAURPNT,

YU SEE VISTONS  WHEN
TWET |

VE M MAYBE,

MAKE

RLEGD




THE CHEF BrROUGH T THEIR

FOOD, A Doz EN CRAB L
IN A C(ROGUE PoT,

C AREFL, 1T
l‘b-" §

(oVILES, FIRST DATES, THE WA
A (OOD MEAL BROUGHT THEM
CLOSER,

HE LOVED COOKING FOR Soum\

ENJOVIN &
THE ORS

YLUS,HED SEEN THIS GIRL
BEFORE,

| SEVERAL TIMFj,'EN FgA(_T‘ SWE 15D
/To BE A REGUAR AT SonN

KENT'S TABLE. A PROMISTNG
GRADUATE STUDENT, TF RE RE-
CALLED. | '

i| HELD A LYRICAL (UALITY A

THE BOY WAS NEW. WE SOUNDED |

ToO RURAL TO BE A TOWNY,
THOUGH WIS ACENT BLO

SELF-AWARE LILT,

I

THEY C(ALLED CoLoNelL "THE \EL
VET DITCH, AND THE GIRL WAS
CERTAINLY A DITCH-DWELLER A
HANGER-ON, SoMEONE WHO'D RAN
UADTED OR DROPPED OQUT OR

TNDEFINITLY POSTPONED THEIN
DEGREE,

it v

GuESS T SHOULD GIVE
THIS JACKET BACK.

TRESE PEOPLE REFUSED TO
MOVE ON, 7O LEAVE ColoNEL,
Too CWARMED BY THE TowN's
LITERARY (QUATNTNESS, ITS ASS-

KENT.

OCIATION WITH GREAT ART, mw |

WHEN THE Jou COUFLE ASKED FoR
THE CHECK THE CHEF ToLD THEM

THERE WAS NO CHARGE.

~—
!

‘UGH. THose ' ARE THE
PROFE 5S0RS. THEY ALivAls
U DBLY-DALLY.




[ THOSE WOODS - N
BACK THERE  J%

| TS WHERE 17

| ALL PNAFPPENED

| HUHT P

THATS COOL,
T WASNT EXPECTENG
ANYTHING TTS NTCE JusT
CIjAN(:ING QUT, T NEVER
ET T0 Do ANYTHING,
THIS TS Mﬁw Fj:L@JsGT
TIME OVUTSIDE oF
TENNESSEE AcTUALLY

WE CAN GO BACK TO
MY PLACE, BUT WERE
NOT GOING To HAVE
SEX. IS THAT okr

NO.TM Not oN
THAT, IT5 JUsT |
BECAUSE T DoN'T
REALLY TRAVEL.

WU CAN FOLLOW
“ME. T LIVE RIGHT

ON CAMPYS,

BUT You'RE
NOT A STUDENT
ANYMORE

HOW LONG
HAVE YoU
LIVED HERE?

REALLYT YOU

Don'T LOOK
.\ THAT OLD,




[ SHE WA ACTING LIKE
SOMETHING, ACTING CRAZY,

CRRZY TO TAKE HIM ToO
sucH AN EXPENSIVE REST-
AURANT WHERE SHE WAS
SURE To SEE HER oLD
COMMITIEE MEMBERS,

1 cRazf To TELL HIM THAT |
SToRY ABOUT A BEAST TN |
THE WOODS, SHE WAS SURE [-: s.-3t

THAT WOULD SCARE HIM OFFrinn™-lisl = \ -

~CONVINCE HIM SHE WAS [Fiii =

5, . . o~ -
NUTS- BUT INSTEAD HE | :%. s N\
SEEMED CAPTIVATED, s N

¥

SHE LIVED WAY THE FAR OUT TN GRAD STUDENT HOWING ONTHE EDGE OF (AMPUS,
: “
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BACK AT THE RESTARMT THE
BROKEN (RAB LEGS STEWED IN
| Pool> OF CoLD LIQUID BUTTER.

v THE CHEF ColLLECTED THEIR
DISHES - CROQUE YOT, (RpB
StooNs, WINE GLASSES, KNIVES,

ek, |

2; oH. T THOUGHT
2 YoUD LEFT,
il @
- o, 7T TAKING
, — ¢ BR
. \i\ C}\Hgg‘o &JHP«T’WA?
= GoT THERE
\".g ‘.
(& >

SHELLS. WANT
SOME T

CAN You HEAR
THE OcEAN TF
YoU HOLD ONE VP

T0 YoUR EARY

"_-_“*—-"‘\\.
THATS JUST THE
BLOOD IN ‘OUR HEAD,
L KUREN (RS HERE,

You REMEMBER LAUREN,

oH YES.
[ SMART (FIRL,
CRACKED yP A
) BITY

ANOTHER
WANNARE

THE CHEF BROUGHT THE CRABS

BACK To THE KITCHEN, WHERE
HE PLANNED To WisH THE BT,




[| HER APARTMENT Wis ON THE &= =2

SECOND FLOOR /

5O Yu USED To
BE IN JATLT

THATS RIGHT

SORFRY.

You CAN ComE
TN g

—_—ty,

HE COULDN'T BELTEVE IT. I'T WAS
EVEN MORE OF A DUMP THAN
HIS OWN PLACE.

15 ALRIGHT,
T ATPRECIATE YOU

TAKING A CHANCE
ON ME,

OH cool, Do YOU GEUT
To Swim IN THEKE?

AN YES BUT T DON'T
IR REALLY

SHE HAD A BALCONY AT
LEAST OVERLOOKING A
PoOL,

k movcg oR

i
S0 Do You
WANT To WATCH

SOME THING S

lol-//

S0RR Y, T'VE
GOT 10 GET

THIS.
<
1,1«1’61&&
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' o © | SHE KNEW THAT IF SHE DID-

| NT RESPOND SOON, TOM Wo-
ULD FOLLOW UP WITH A
PHONE CALL.

that ittle
o{nm e on fjow/‘
le H bv'H‘ Theek,
{5€h4 pr ic..

SHE TEXTED HIM A PHOTOGRAPY
STANDING TN THE BATHRoOM
MIRROR-SHE DID THIS REG

VLRLY Now THAT THEY WERE
LONG DISTANCE,

_OH, T OWAS TUST

__ 3 00GLING THAT
U= GUY YOU WERE
1 TALKING ABOUT.

4 TOHN KENT. 175 |
ALL RIGHT AEKE

|| TWHEN SHE RETURNED T0O |

J THE LIVING RooM, JACK |7
WAS LOOKING AT WIS /N
PHONE. HAD SHE SENT ¥%,7
THE PHOTO TO THE
WRONG GUYY?

VoU THOWGHT ™\
T WAS (YINGS

SEE THE POOLT




i

FROGS SWAM AT NIGHT | T#;]E\\’/ MATED AElD LATD THEIR EGGj
1®L T C USTE?S ]
Srgen [ 2 [N )

| ;EIIDIDDC
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WHEN TACK AND LAUREN SUBMERGED
TNTo THE WATER, THE FROGS SCU- v THEY WEKE MEXICAN IN ORIGIN,

' SMALL AND YEI LOW, AN TINVA
?&EI‘E%E%; AND CLIMBED BAk INTO SPECTES WHTCH KILLEMD ngsg\lg}:

THE NATIVE FROGS AND WERE TN
TURN EATEN BY LARGE BIRDS. ,

THEIR AT
Ny




277IF 1 LIVED HEKE)
- T WoULD SWIM ALL
THE TLME,

U SAY THAT,
BUT Y0U WOULDNT

WHO ToLb
You THAT STORY

ABOUT THE WRITERS

T A S(Y\ALL\
TOWN, PEOPLE (08517
TT'S VERY WIERARCHL(AL,)
SO BY EATING

JOHN KENTS fooD,

THE CHEF FUSED
WITH HIS SPIRIT

D

WELL REALLY TT
WAS THE CHEF’s
FOOTy IT WAS HILS
RECIPE,

DONT BELIEVEY | \

THAT,

T
IN

/RECIPES AND
STUFF. fooD IS
JUST FooD. WE
pcT LIKE ITS
SOMETHING

DIFFERENT LIKE
TT'S ART OR Somt-

THIN&.MEP\NNHILE/
PEOPLE ARE LI
ERALLY STARVT NG

ATHAT'S VERY
INSIGHT FUL,
JACK,

YURE MAKING
FUN OF ME

1

NO, T'M
L SERTOVS,
s OK.

/ —\
' / M;[:KMIN%?TFUN.
N, AN

YoU WERE MAKING
THE CATAPULTS,




t

_ [!_ ION.

HAVE A CHIWD WITHOUT

AL INTERVEN

[HER OVARTES PRODUCED FEW
EGGS sO SHE (OULD NOT
SERIOUS MEDTC -

|
N

T'M JUST KIND
OF AN AssHOLE
SoMETIMES. T

ALSO REFERENCED
YOUR WAVING BEEN
TN JAIL TN AN IN-
SENSITIVE WAY. MORE THAN ONCE.
T DONT EVEN KNow

WHY. T'M SORRY.

THAT'S ALRIGHT
DoEs LT BOTHER
You?

SHE 15 UNAWARE OF
HER LOW EGG COUNT

|

A

N No.IT5 JusT

KIND OF FUNNY

You DON'T SEEM
CLIKE A CRIHINAL,

) T HONESTLY

DON'T FEEL
LIkE T (OM-

S0 I DONT LLKE
BEING CALLED

A CRIMINAL.

MITTED A CRIME |7

THE CHEF KNOWS.BACK AT THE |
RESTAURANT, HE GNAWS THE
Holtow (RAB LEGS TN HIS

BACK OFFICE.

YOU'RE RIGHT
T'M soRRY AGAIN.
BASED ON WHAT
YoU DES(RIRED TN
THE CHAT, T DONT
THINK YOU Comnn-
ITTED ACRIME
EITHEK.

CAN T KISS
| ou 7

VEAH,

T DON'T KNOW,
SURE.

|

A MANDIBLE (CUTs HIS GUM
AD THE VISION SToPS.

i

| TS IN YEARS.

HE HASNT DONE
SOMETHING  LLKE

UseED HIS POWERS,
HE LEAVES THE |
LOVERS UNDER THE ALLEN
CALL OF FRoG MATING,

SPEAKING TENDER WoRDS.




