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Jriee w1 |

|FEETH POUNDING COOKED |

JWE WET INWAUATION OF
A SWALLOW.

1S ANNOYANCE AT

WAS IT A KIND OF EXIRERE |
SELFISHNESS, THE CWEF LATER |

e
)

_—

DO YOU NEED |\ _._
[ THE  BETMLICHS p—=




- [\ BACK DowN.,

< HANDLE 1T )

| NE%E MAT P?\()\IOKED

THE CHEF 10 OPEN TE
DOGS  MOUTH AND 100K

50 FLLED Dow HE amm
E THE RAW NER\IE} A

T MOLARS WERE
CRP\(,KED AND MANGLE D




[GHE HAD BEEN A || [FF STARTED SCRAPING |
~ ||HUNTING DOG, ANC (THE LEFTOVERS OFF TREIR|
~|ITHE CHEF FOUND HER INJ |IDINNER PLATES AND MAKING |
THE WoODS BEHIND THEIR |l [1TWINGS VT OF THEM FOR|
|| HoUSE  SHE. HAHD SPENT [ Tht DOu 10 EAT

SOFT BISCULTS WITH |
PIFCES OF CHICKEN AND
|IRICE INSIDE,

‘THE CHEF EVER PREPARED.

1
|
{rHOSE WERE THE FIRST MEALS |



SUFFERING, AND LATELY LIFE
EMED TO BE NOTHING BUT |
JEFERING, SO THEREFORE ... |

,/

4

TF WU TELL SOMEONE YOURE |
CONTEMPLATING SUICTDE, THINGS|

START T0 HAPPEN. |

PEQPLE TRT TO PUT You IN A\ 7

DO YOU WAVE THE MEANS

T0 HARM _YOURSELFC
[OF COURSE]

TF vou THINK ABOUT TT FOR|
MORE THAN FIVE SECONDS, |




JoHE WAS IN A _RELATIONSHIP W
INAMED  ToM- TOGETHER FOR SIX YEARS,
E THE 9pST THREE, " |

{LOVG-DISTANCE THE

WITH A MAN

Ry

T some FOIN oM DECIDED THAT T HELGHT
fg\v Ekgﬁam WAS FOR LAUREN TO SEND HIM

;i

H
H
i

LA SINGLE PICTURE OF HERSELF EACH DAY, |
"" | NOVING FRom THE MosT

PUBLIC PARTS ~FIN (;ER§r ,

| EYELIDS— T THE MmoOsS

| PRIVATE.

AND HE WAS DRIVING 0P
To VISTT HER AGAIN IN
THeEE WEEKS.

[THEY WAD BEEN T HROVGH |
THIS CYCLE TWICE BEFORE |

PHOTOS OVER THE AND
KIsS LAUREN ON EACH SPoT
SHE D BEEN PHOTOGRAHED

KISSING HER TN THE
|ORDER IN WHIcH THE
|PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN.

'
Ny




UNNERVINGLY SPECTFIC,

v—.

HE WANTED PICTWRES | |
0F PARTICULAR HATRY |
ON THE JOINTS OF |
PARTICULAR TOES.

TSCROLONG T HRQUGH THE _PHOTOS, |
| [AUREN FELT AS THOJGH TOR
| WAS ATTEMPTING A PROFOUND,

TOTALTZING  POSSESSTON  OUER HER)

{SHE WAS RENINDED OF THOSE
I DTAGRANS OF COWS AND PTIGS
0N gm—: WALLS OF BUTCHER

THE TAD BEEN TRINKDIG ABOVT |
| BREAKING UP WITH RIM FOR
1A LONG NHILE, FOR YEARS;

TN FACT, SRE COULDN'T REMEMBER
& TIME IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP|
FimeN SHE WASN'T THINKING |

O——-

i

L soessemm—




ROFILE AND STARTED
|BENDING THE PICTURES TO
[HE N\EN SHE ~ MATCHED

P A TII\EDET{ﬁ

ALY N AN Y |
SHE DID MEET ONE

|OF THEW THOUGH.

TT FELT (-;ooo T0 SHARE
| THESE PHOTOS
| ONE OTHER THAN TOM,

| WITH STRANGERS, MOST OF
| WHOM SHE HAD NO

INTENTION OF EVER
MEETING,

WITH SOME-

( \
: [} \ic

(!

AT THE END OF THEIR
DATE PULLING VP HIs

CASUAL SEX WAS A MEAN-
SPIRITED, PERWAPS EVEN
A CRIMINAL THING, AND
WHM THEY HAD DONE

HER WAS AKIN TO
Aw U‘GLY MEDTCAL

PROCEDURE.

IN A WATEFUL WAY THAT
CONVINCED  LAUREN THAT HE

ITHE MAN LOOKED AT HEKE

HAD_GIVEN HER A DLERSE.

..

BECAUSE THAT'S W/HAT o]
[WAS, REALLY, DEVOID OF ALL |
ILFEELING,

TB0DLES WERE NoT |
GLORTOVS;

JSEX WAS NoT LUTE,

[THERE WAS NOTHING

TNHERENTLY BEAVTIFUL|

HAD SHE mms

~ 5HE LDULDM'
REME MBER. |

ARWT IT AT ALL. | T




THE EXPERIENCE LEFT HER (CHASTENED

| [ [LATELY TO_ A MAN NAMED JACK, WHO
RATHER THAN EMBOLDENED, AND SHE DID !

LOOKED LIKE A WEASEL AND SENT HER
| NOT BREAK UP WITH TOM THOUGH SHE BACK PICTURES OF KNIVES TN HIS BOOT
| CONTINVED SENDINg OUT PICTURES. | | AND LARGE RODENTS - |

HED SHOT

A X 5
- - S ;m y e

o e R R Rl e T T ST TR
(ATRTIC  CONVERTER (FF HIS TRUCK AND HED HELD A SHOTGUN
ON THE GU{ UNTIL THE POLICE ARRIVED BYT SOMEHOW TJACK WAS

| ABALF IN PRISON. SHE SKID SHE WAS SORRY TO HERR THAT.

THE ONE WHO ENDED UP GETTTNG ARRESED AND SPENT A YEAR AND|

[SAED READ IN A BOOK ONCE THAT A WOMANS BEATY Dots NOT BELONG 10 HER |
|ALONE, AND SHE AGREED WITH THAT UP To A POINT SHE REJECTED THE TODEA |

[OF BODILY AUToNomY Bul SHE ALSo REJECTED THE LDEA THAT A BoDY couLD |
| BELONG TO SOMEONE ELSE. o

that litHe dimple
On the bottom of
You¢ left butt
| CheeK.

btit iﬁl’\e‘\ew .
the one
::%?t? 9ot atrested

(i \ove you too) |




TT BELONGED TO THE

WORLD FOR A TIME,

SOME PEOPLE ARE
ALIVE_ONE MOMENT

TAND THEN IT BELONG ED
TO DEATH |

Tom

so this i ght Sound .
Kind of weird, but can
[} have a picture of

- your blood 7

(sti a dro p)

et o e
it IO@KS like Coming
oot of yout bady. ~

. i Know this is |
Neiro\‘

TT WAS A GKADUAL PRO(,ESS |
| FQR LAUREN AND THmf

ﬁ (o't be!»eve
g { ‘H«oq Wt ;
Yo ask for That

\ Tom
(What A bout You
L Qﬁf_@-h ds T

)

/.fk“

| nevel

/o Y

| FOR OTHERS THE
PROCESS TS MORE

GRADUAL.

DELI\IEKIM(% HERSELF OVER THE
THRESHOLD OF  DEATH, PIECE

BY PIECE.




[TTACK WORKED NIGHTS AS A |
SECURITY GUARD IN A U-HAUL|

| [GORAGEFACTLITY DOMNTONN.

| WITH TEMPERATURE-CONTRLED

IT WAS A SEVEN-STORY
BUILDING WITH GLASS WALLS

VENDING WACHINE, BUT

SHITPING CONTAINERS
TNSTEAD OF SNACKS.

SOOI, Sin
'?:t:?:?:?:?:?ffzfz“% d

A DECOMMISSIONED U-HAUL TRUCK
WAS BOLTED TO THE ~ROOF REARED
Up ON A STEEL RAMP S0 T;\‘é ”
FROM _THE STRELT 'IT RESEMBLED
A WEATHERVANE OR A NAPOLEONTC

AR K
SRRRRIEKXK

| FUNCTIONING  UHAIL TRUCKSJ&
AND 15 FODTERS, JERE PARKED
TN A SMALL LOT ON THE

SIDE OF THE BUTLDING.

THAT LOOKED LIKE A GIMT|



,- \ LW TN/ NI T | | S Hancless outs ST
HAUL APRON THAT SAlD RS- A BESTOE THE TRUCKS ol
SECURTTY BUT NOT AF\(}\RJ \V/AVAYA < SToE oF THE BUTLDTNG.

10K ANYOTHER \JEM}OM, VI 7
| THUGH HE CARRLED SOME B? 1 f—

HE WAS TSSUED A YELLOW

BREAKING: THE WIND TUNNELS
N THE LEE OF THE HEAVY

TIRES,

A KNIFE TN |
L/ HIS BOOT

8t | ALL bt A THREW & SODA AT Th MD  SHowED IT To HIM
WHO GAVE HIM THE ToB BUILDINE | : WL Tiae
| SAID T0_LEAVE IT ALONE. UF"}'}D D — (R THE LRSS

W.




A WEEK AFTER THEIR FIRST DATE,
LAUREN VISITED HIM AT WORK
AND THEY CLIWBED THE FIRE
ESCAPE TO THE KOWTED U-HAUL
TRYCK ON ToP OF THE BUTLDING,

RISE OVER MEMPHIS

“TT'S BEARUTIFUL. T FEEL->
TNSANE WATCKING THIS,

THEY DIDNT KNow THIS
ABOUT EACH OTHER, BUT
NETTHER OF THEM HAD

- GOTTEN MUCH SLEEP,

WHEN You MET
ME, WHAT WERE
You EXPECTING?

ZFRM T T WASN'T
EXPLCT INCT HoN Do

H COME ON. ALL THOSE PHoTOS
T SENT You? YU MUST HAVE
THOUGHT T WAS CRAZY,




—NO.YoU DIDNT ™
| ~LET ME FINISH. AFTER
N/ AWHILE T GUESS T JUST THOUGHT
. (You WANTED ME TO SEE THaSE...
<\ PARTS OF YoU. FOR WHATE VER
REASON. T WAS HAPPY WHEN
You SENT THEM. |

AT EIRST,

T KIND OF ASSUMED THEY

~ / WERE MISTAKES, LIKE YOUMEMT
To SEND THEM TO SOMEBODY E LSE. |

\ THEN T THOUGHT 100 w;EKE o

A BIEN oR SOMETHIN
NHEN You SENT THEM,

\<ou THO\J&HT 1 WAS

598

DO You SMOKE

_ l PoT7

SHE REACHED INT
THE (-LOVE BOX AND
FOUND A PAIR OF
5¢ ISS ORS e

\

NO. TVE SEEN
[ THAT SHIT ROT
_Too MANY MINDS, .

[HE STARED FORWARD.
ﬁ/hx

TTSHE COULDNT SHAKE THE mﬁp\f
| |TuAT THCK HATED HER.

HE BLUSHED LIKE HE DIDNT KNow WHERE HE
WAS ) SHED ROCKED HIMN, TWO- THE ?QES{:N \

MOMEN

NO, M'@ NO. OF COURSE NOT,
DOT ACT THAT wWaY? How
AMT ACTING THAT whAY?

HE WAS DESP-
EKATEL 10 .Mkb{ir'

"HIS EYES WERE A SIRANGE MIX OF SEEING AND NOT SEEDNG, THEY WETE &W?&\ _

DILATED, THEY STOKE OF A SOUL-SHATTERING FEAR.. A FEAR OF HER. Wirslacy)

T_N TO KIss

T JUT FoUND THESE
LN THE GLOVE Box

BV THE WAY,

\TO 9 CARE \fOU.
T'M SORRY,




HIi AWK,

WASK'T, LTKE, |
| THE RIGHT /|

THAT SHE DIDNT LIKE KTSSESi -

|_FOR: (UNDERSTANDING,

FOR FORGIVENESS, FOR INSTANCE, R |

HE SEEMED To LEARN THINGS QUIET-
LY LIKE A SECRET HAD BEEN WHI-

SPEKED TN WIS EAR,

| REEN IN THE WATER, THAT WAS
| How SHE SEDUCED ALL HER MEN;
L INCWDING Tom ...

THoUG i THAT HAD BEEN A RIVER AND
NoT A SWIMMING PooL, TO SUBMERGE

You AN sTA Y

o \NoT OoING TO)

OVER, SHE MIGHT CHANGE WER MIND,

YouRSELF, To FEEL THE DEFINING...

OVER, BUT WERE |

SKE REALTZED THAT IF HE DID STAY

—
ACTUALLY, You SHOULDY
| PROBABLY GO HOME.
\T'LL OWE You A FUCK.

SHE'D SAID THIS EXACT SAME THING

To ToM, AND SHE RECALLED THE WAY

HE ACCEPTED THE OFFER TINTO HIS

MENTAL ACCoUNTS, AND AFTER THAT
SHE REALLY DID OWE HIM.

A BTLL CoMTNG DUE.

THE FIRST TLHE WAD FELT LIKE|

Yoo DON'T oW\
£ ANYTHING)

DROVE THE TWO HOURS _To
ME MPHIS THAT NIGHT.




LIKE THAT NIGHT TJACK WITHDREW
INTO HIMSELE DEEPLY WITHIN
THIs TIME, AND SHE SAW THERE
WAS NO GETTING WIM OUT.

PSS | J SHE THOUGHT ABOUT OFFERING HIM |
OFFICE, THE CHEF COULD ONLY CATCH] | X SEX; MAYBE THEY HAD TO GET THAT OVER
(LLMPSES OF THeEM, W

~——1 ) WEEK : FINAL MEAL,
’ ~ YoU XNOW.

THE CAMPUS| T6 ABUZZ WITH
INTRIGUE) THE| COLONEL FOOD WAYS
ALLIANCE TS TIN ToWN. |

STUDENT. SHE
GOT PREGNANT.
APPARANTLY ‘
THAT MEANS |
SHE FORGOT |
HOW TO WRITH

SPEAKING OF \
ONE OF OVR

PANELISTS FOR|
THE CFA DROPIED

JhCK AND LAVREN WOULD HAVE |
To RETURN TO THE RESTAURANT TF HE |
(WAS TO SEE THEM AGAINF— |
S ,,

SPECIALY /™

\ ,
A THREE % Y ICONFERENCE| ON

SUSTATNABILITY, ENVIRONMENTAL [JUSTICE,
AND FOOD CULTURE IN THE DEEP SOUTH




Wio "5CORED A TLCKET 1o THE TICKETED EVENTS?|

[WHO  (WJAS IN\IITED TO THE IN\JITE -ONLY. GALA?

T
L, TOPICT

EXCLUSIVE PARTLES, THE SECRET PARTIES, RUMORE
|[TO BE HELD LATE AT NIGHT IN THE CHEFS

[RESTAURANT?

\[AND WHO WAS ATTENDING THE EVEN MORE ]
D

Y0U JUST NEEED
—— SOMEONE TO CONNECT
_ JOHN KENT TO THE |
y  FOOD THEMET?

LOYAL CUSTOMERS, THE FOUR

Zn tgsmz THEIR 30 YEARS AS
;

ATTENDED. [

NGLISH PROTESSORS HAD NEVER

THEY WERE STARVLINGS |
COMPARED TO THE MORE
WELL-FED DEPARTMENTS,
AND THEIR CONTRLBUTLON
T THE CONFERENCE WOULD
LIKELY TAKE PLACE IN

SPARSE LY-ATTENDED KOOMS.
-

ESSTENTES)

‘\\ME LooK < )

ACL OF LT WAS FUNDED BY THE s
cHEcK ON THOSE

_—"DOES ANONE STILL
~ HAVE LAURENS NUMBERY?

'1.: BET HER STUDENT EMI,;

: EXPIR D

}qm

| CH-MISSTSSTRPL ARLSTOCRATS WHO HELD ONTO

_SLAVE FORTUNE _MFTER THE CIVIL WAR]

LOO KS LIKE 5OMEONE5
EATING OFF OF OTHER

PEOPLE'S PLATES RGATN.




/0H, COME ON. YOU DONT BELTEVE
, THAT STORY, DO Y0U?

AA AANA
alitaRaWalialy

- /THE CHEF SATD
(T HIMSELFL .

WELL THEN,
[ How DID HE )
KNOW ALL THOSE
DETALLS ABOVT
[AUREN? ’
STIRE T SALD

CG00D MI:M()R\‘

THE PORTAU TO JACK ANDY
\LAUREN'S LTFE HAD CLosElzg

TCEAVING THE CHEF WITH]
NOTHTNG BT IS N

T S ma&j ey ﬁg@ o

THEY WIGGLED AROUND
CREATING A TERRIBLE,

JCUM-SUCKING SOUND
WHEN HE ATE.

ENEVER THEIR  GRANDPRRENTS
NPE\P’\EEO%E THE CHEF COOKED ?M%‘%

: .
ATk DUMPLIN > THE DOG STAYED UMDEK
' GR#\NDPAS ENORMOUS TAN

v-“"oosK AT |

EATING THE THINGS

THAT DROPPED . FROM
HTS- FALSE L00SE TEETH,




;LATER THAT NIGHT.. BECAUSE HES SO

-------- e T FATIM GLAD YoURE \

. T FEEDING HIM SO MUCH, )
I H;ATE GRAN?A 1 MA YBE A(Io“w HE' LLNI‘MVEA

HEART ATIACK AND
=\ DIE

" WHATEVER, You KNOW
| M RIGHT HES
A WASTE OF OXYGEN
WHERE ARE YoU

@mlé?

%
5

REGINALD des ESSI
IRAISED  HOUNDS FOF

HUNT,

THETR LAND ABUTIED THE [TWHERE THE CHEF SUSFECTED
des ESSTENTES FARM, HIs_DO- CAME FROM. |

~

o

R e —
THE FARM TO BREED DUCKS
FOR FOIE-GRAS,

LE ABANDONED THE GN- SHU
DOGS 1IN THE, WOODS

lrsur WHEN ARLSSISSITPL PASSED )
LAWS AGATNST THE FORCTBLE

(FATTENING OF ANIMAL ozeANs'}

—4 :

[ How DID AY CHrcken)]
GO OVER? /

THEIR BUSINESS BACK TO
FRANLE“

THE des ESSIENTES Movﬁ

il

/ W GRANDPA Y\
LOVED THEM. |
T SAW HIM

SAVORIN G THE

(THE CHEF DIDNT LIKE THAT
|| REGGIE ABANDONED HIS DOGS,
LU BUT HE KNEW THIS ABISE WAS UN-
L CoNSCTOUS AND THAT TN GENERAL
4 TREATED THE HOUNDS WITH

|AFFECTION.

TRATS SOME
: 5'-HT(;H COMFLINENT




/W SERTOUS, CHEF
" WHEN YoURE READY,
come TO ME WITH

7T WANT TO OPEN A
RESTAURANT SOME

[TFE WASNT SURE why HE]|
WALKED OFF LTKE THM(I

I”LL THIN K
A0 TT_

[f‘\AYBE TVEN THEN HE TR

% \ X D \ | SENSE THAT THE des Esﬂgmgj

/CHEE HOUNE
GOT SOMEONE |
AT THE BACK

WHp T I77

ALRIGHT
T'|L DEAL WITH
HIM
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AR
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Y7207

g % / L \_ /.:/H %7,
TEAD HE CUT THROUGH
WO0DS ~ v o

\/‘_1 v‘ " s TR
7

[N RFLELD, WHICH WAS
ISTILL UNDER @NSTRUCTION| (I1T) ==
ITT WAS JUST A BALD |

| BOWL, A MOWN LAWN, | )

20hT / £

~
—~
~
- —
-
— P

THE HEARD AN UNFAMTLIAR R
(REATURE OUT ON THE GRASS.

DEER WITH
A BRIGHT RED LEG,
WESTING DISEASE.

"kt cometols” (R

. DOESNT 177

L
=T
-
N
A e R
SN TN SN
AN WY SN
AN \\\ AN
TN S
VL N N \_\‘

\—’\'\\\\\1/\ \‘,/\\_‘u U

UE KNEW HE SHOULDNT
—WHAVE TOUCHED THE ANIMAL




e

SER AT THE HOUEE,

HIS GRANDPARENTS WERE ASLEEP/|
AND HIS MOM AND BROTHER WERE

DOTNG THE DISHES

0D SN 50 NEROUS T
N ||/ |THE MEAL THAT HE'D
N\ ||F|[THE_FOOD AT DINNER,

| HENoTICED. %o mE
:é,UMPLIN& LEFT ON HISﬂ

ICRANDRA'S PLATE. =~

CHICKEN

V.

[ EVERYONE IN THIS EAMILY

TS FAT AND: DISGUSTING. / 6 7))

I4Y

BECAUSE MOM PICKED
IT UP AND PUT IT BACK

\ON THERE.
\\YoU'RE SO NASTY. IT
FELL OUT OF G-PAS
MOUTH AND THE DO&
\ [TCKED IT oN THE
\ GROUN

TANNER! DONT™
\_SAY THAT,

WHEN 1T STARTED THE (HEF ASSUME

D HIS BROTHER HAD LACED THE DUMPLINGS WITH A HALLUCINOGEN.

[BOTH THE DO miD WIS G-ppj

STRANGE TMAGES, BEAGLE DREANS |
JAND OLD MAN SECRETS FUR AND

DOG CONSCIOUSNESS AND HUMAN
CONSCIQUSNESS CRASHED AND

ROLLED IN W15 WIND. AFTER A £py/
HOURS THE CHEF FELT CERTAIN HE
WAS GOING INSANE,[”

THEN WE HEARD A TOTLET FLUSH |
IN THE HOUSE AND THE VISION
|STOPPED,

|AFTER THAT THE CHEF TOLD HI,M.—\
ISELF HE WOULD NEVER CO0K AN
ANTMAL AGAIN.|

——




POINT, AS ON MANY
OTHERS, THE CHEF
EVENTUALLY CONPRONMISED)

~OF COURSE ON THIS ||

(ALREADY?

'

T JUST GOT A
CALL FROM
HICHEL. THEYRE
IN THE ATR. |

WHEELS DOWN| [
TN TeN HiTES N

“THE CONFERENCE
DOESN'T START FOR
AN{)TH ER TWO DAYS.

\_/ s

/OH MY, RIGHT
NOW? WEVE GOT !

THEYVE GOT EATERS
ON BOARD,

(0K, LET ME WORR)
| SOPETHING QU |

AS PART QF HIS

| AGREEMENT WITH THE

FAMILY, THE CHEF HAD
TO RELINQUISH THE
RESTAURANT TO THE
des ESSTENTES WHEN-
EVER THEY ASKED

AURANT.

SORRY EVERTONE BVT WERE GOING

TO NEED YOU T0 EXTT THE REST- | o
WEVE GOT A GAS LEAK, -
= G

T'LL CIVE
LAUREN A

CALL,

THEY'D VISITED THE MEMPHIS |

200 IN THE MORNING AND
SPENT THE AFTERNOON SCREW-

ING AND DOZING TN
JACK'S APARTAENT,

|TRCK CAUED THE YLAMINGDS

NoW TT'S TIME FOR HIW |
TO GO To WORK  AGATN,

e SWALLOWS TWo DEXT- |

YDISO SWANS,”

DRTNES AND LEAVES LAUREN |

ASLEEP TN HIS BED




(AT 10,000 FEET, THE des [SOIENTES \ |
\SIBLINGS GAVE REGGLE ANOTHER CALL.)

!
|

X::i;?>

THOUGH ONLY THREE WERE LISTED J | |
ON THE PANTFEST,

THEY CARRTED NO CELL PHONES, NO SMART
(JATCHES; THETR NMOVEMENTS, THEIR
EXTSTENCE, FOUND NO' COROLLARY N ANY
TOWER OR SATELLITE.

THEY WERE WARA FLESH,
| HUNGRY  AND UNTRACEABLE.

_REGINALD!
| HOW WEVE

)E%LWLE%_SHT!QY oF | /7ATs WILL ONLY
| BT ot TAKE A MINVTE




.‘%THEYc\és 5IN 55 l\i AKRIV .
| THE EESTAURANT AT 1150

© Writtent Tlluskreted by Brendan Steffen



